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The author is afraid that his book may be exposed to the charge of being 
mere theorizing. But theory creates the atmosphere in which conduct operates. 
The difficulty is to compromise the issues raised by thought and experience. 
We prefer Mr. HalHday's ethics to his theology : when he attempts to combine 
them, one or the other suffers. The following is an example, chosen because 
it goes to the root of the subject of this book: "Reverently let it be said, for 
Jesus to have failed to take the way of the Cross would be to have shown, that 
He was not righteous." Many people will feel that, however reverently the 
foregoing is said, the plain fact is that Jesus Christ was crucified because His 
contemporaries did not understand His teaching and therefore would not tol- 
erate it. But Mr. Halliday's statement by a curious contortion throws the 
responsibility for a piece of human folly and persecution not on the authors 
but on the victim. It may be sound theology to do so, but is it sound ethics ? 

A. E. Felkin. 
London, England. 



Old Testament Prophets. By W. A. C. Allen. Cambridge: W. Heffer and 
Sons, Ltd., 1919. Pp. 195. Price, 6s. net. 

Mr. Allen's work is a fresh and well-balanced popular sketch of the 
prophets, seen against their historic background. It belongs to a class of 
sensitive, well-written books, in which no claim is made to original research, 
and which is yet fully in touch with the results of original research. In 
spite of the small compass of the book, its range is a wide one, the first 
chapter dealing with the story of ancient Israel from Abraham to the setting- 
up of the monarchy, the third with its subsequent history under the kings, 
while intervening, is a chapter on Oriental religions. Chapters V onward are 
concerned with the personalities of the greater prophets. 

Following, as Mr. Allen does, the footsteps of those who have devoted a 
life-work to the investigation of the problems presented, there is little to criti- 
cize except from a purely literary point of view (pp. 45-46, i"- which the 
"essentially prosaic English" is contrasted with the Hindu) . His point of view 
is conservative yet sympathetic, and he admits that "as all experiences which 
human nature undergoes are real, so all religions must be to a certain extent 
true. We cannot admit that there is any form of faith which is altogether 
false" (p. 190) . That does not amount to saying that he is always on the safer 
side in his assumptions, as witness, for example, his argument in favor of the 
historical existence of Abraham. J. 



The Causes and Course of Organic Evolution : A Study in Bioenergics. By 

/. M. Macfarlane, D. Sc. New York: The Macmillan Co., 1918. Pp. 

ix, 875. Price, 17s. net, 

This -very comprehensive — even encyclopedic — book deals on a grandiose 

scale with the evolutionary problem, beginning ab ovo, or indeed even earlier, 

as Professor Macfarlane starts from ether and energy in the evolution of 

matter, the relation of inorganic to organic bodies, and advances slowly by 

way of plants, and the lower and higher animals, to man (Chapters I to XIX). 
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The remaining chapters deal with man in various aspects, and three chapters 
are given up to religion as a formative factor. 

Professor Macfarlane does not hold the view that religion and science 
occupy spheres and pursue methods that are largely opposed to each other; 
he believes that God is the great ultimate energizing unity of the universe, 
which may be discovered by man, just as the laws of nature are discovered; 
while he regards Christ as "one and only one of those great human prophets 
or proenvironers who have successively appeared during the past ten to twenty 
millennia." A word is necessary here as to the "Law of Proenvironment," 
an unfamiliar phrase (Chapter IX), defined by Professor Macfarlane as "the 
capacity of an organism for perceiving and then positively growing or moving 
toward an environment that is most satisfying to it," which appears to owe 
its origin to his taste for innovations in scientific phraseology. As may be 
seen, Professor Macfarlane presses science and religion, sociology arid ethics 
into this massive contribution to the evolutionary problem, and his subject 
matter "slips from politics to puns, from Mahomet to Moses," like Praed's 
vicar. 

The book may be read with interest in spite of its occasionally cumbrous 
phraseology, which, for instance, does not shrink from describing Christ and 
His followers as having "reached the highest stage of proenvironal aspiration 
in the religion of Patritheism" (p. 749). M. J. 
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